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First month of deployment!
Welcome to the first edition of the DET 5 newsletter! Here’s what the detachment has been up to since January Eighth:

During the voyage to the other side of the world, the ship had to replenish their supplies of fuel and food.  The air detachment was able to aid in the RAS (Replenishment at Sea) by executing a VERTREP (Vertical Replenishment) with the USNS YUKON.  The helicopter brought several pallets of food, parts, and other necessities to the CURTS.  Not only was it executed flawlessly, but it was the first real-world VERTREP event for most of the aircrew.  

The aircrew’s logistical capability was utilized again when they were called upon to fly ahead of the ship to pick up and drop off materials from the Anderson Air Force Base in Guam.  This involved extensive planning and coordination with HSC-25, the H-60S squadron stationed there.
BRAVO ZULU Maintenance Team!

The first month underway presented the maintenance detachment with several issues.  However, there wasn’t a single challenge that the team couldn’t overcome.  The crew was able to maintain two 100% mission capable aircraft throughout the month.  Lonewolf 55 was the only thorn in their side as the detachment awaited the arrival of a technical representative to fix the FLIR (Forward Looking Infrared).  Unwilling to give up on the FLIR, AT2 Birka spent countless hours troubleshooting and eventually was able to fix the system.  Because of his ingenuity, DET 5 had two FULLY mission capable aircraft to lead them into the 7th Fleet.
[image: image2.jpg]\ ﬂ”.,
3
1"'




Earlier in the month, AD3 Alonzo discovered a worn centering socket on one of the main rotor blades during a daily inspection.  If left unnoticed, the worn socket could have led to the loss of the aircraft and crew.  Because of his attention to detail, the discrepancy was addressed and remedied.  After working relentlessly through the night and the next morning the aircraft was mission capable by the afternoon.  
Additionally, AM1 Castaneda, the Detachment Lead Petty Officer, took his Chief Petty Officer exam this month.  Wish him luck as he awaits the results! 
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Port Visits

After a brief stop for fuel and supplies in Guam, the CURTS headed west to Malaysia.  The ship anchored off the coast of Sepangar Naval Base, which is located near the city of Kota Kinabalu.  “KK”, as it is known locally. It is located on the northwest coast of Borneo on the South China Sea.  The CURTS’ mission in “KK” was TSC, meaning Theater Security Cooperation. This mission provided the detachment with the opportunity to interact with another culture and their Navy, as well as enjoy some well-deserved R&R.  The Royal Malaysian Navy (RMN) hosted several of the aircrew and maintainers for a morning reception and tours of their naval base.  Later in the week, the Air Detachment provided the RMN with tours of the helicopters and the ship.  The cultural exchange was a rewarding and enlightening experience for all.
The crew decided to spend the rest of their free time in “KK” white-water rafting, visiting mosques and museums, souvenir shopping, and sunbathing by the beach.  A good time was had by all and the crew is looking forward to the next port!
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Happy Birthday to the following DET 5 All-Stars!

12 FEB: LT Lunser

23 FEB: AD2 Molina 

25 FEB: AT3 Raney
